NMFS INTERNAL MEMO

1995 — MakaH TriBE Prans To
PROCESS AND SELL
MARrINE MammAL Probucrs
To Japan AND NorwAY

The facsimile reproduction on the following page is a
scanned copy of a NMFS internal memo (obtained under
- the Freedom of Information Act) dated April, 1995, that

clearly spells out NMFS awareness that the Makah tribe
intended, from the beginning, to build a processing plant
to process whales, porpoises and other marine mammals
for commercial sale to potential customers outside the
US. It also spells out their specific intent to reduce harbor
seal populations back to their 1980 population levels,
one-half to one-third of their 1995 population.
_ The memo was written to Michael Tillman, NMFS,
“the deputy commissioner for the US delegation to the
IWC and shows his clear knowledge of the Makah's
commercial focus for as long as he has supported this
_issue. This belies his insistence that the Makah hunt is
based on their resumption of their cultural “subsistence”
whaling practices. See Howard Schiffman’s article, page
3 of this issue, for the legal definition of subsistence
hunting.

The names in brackets have been added for

purposes of clarity.
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NOTES FROM THE DISCUSSION OF TREATY RIGETS DURING THE APRIL 1998
PACIFIC SCIENTIFIC REVIEW GROUP MEETING

[Pacific Fish Management Council]

Teaxy Wiight reviewed the issuc of Northwest Indisn Tireaty Riptes and marine mammal
mansgement. Thexe are aboux 20 tribes in the syes and § differes: tnaties that sre lo effect.
The Makah treaty, for exumple, specifically mentions whaling and scaling rights. Az the time o
tho trexty (1869), the Makahs were active in coounercial whating and sealing, scrving as
barpoouers on whallng ships becayse of the experience galsed in their traditional hunting,
Becuuse of the spacific hunting rights detsiled in the treaty and thelr participation in comsncecial
whrling =t the me tha toary was signed, the Makshs claiv that thedr righte include both
subsisterice and commencdal hunting of marine mammals. The traditional hueuting grounds for
the Makah and other tribes Included the aptire Washington coast out to about 150 miles.

The Makak intend @ hurvest geay whiles (starting in 1995), barbor seals (S already
tulcen), California sam fions, eninke whales, small cstaceans such as haxbor parpolse and Dall's
porpolse, and, powatially in the fiuturs, sea oters. The Makab are planging to cperate g
processling plant 50 a3 o sell to markets outside the U.S. The Malah have startad discussions
with Japan and Nosway about selling their whale products to both countries. The plant could be
used to process the catches of other tribes as well The Maksh and other tribes intend to reduce
local populations of harbor szals to one-half o ons-third of cuurent population lavels to about the
1980 lovels within § years. Thers would be o [mit placed on catches of California sea lions
because 12 is belleved Guat the ses Hops are nansitting through the area.

Wright suggested thar the main, Issne for the SRG will be that & co-management plan
involving the tibud nepresehtatives, stats and federal agencies would be in place rather than that
of 2 ke team. The tribes havs enforcement and management respoasibilities as part of this co-
mansgement scherne,

20



